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Absfmct

Communication teshnology pmvidcs mass mcdia casy lcccss
to find. gct anr! usc informarion in ocws covcngc. Thc
strcngth ard flcxibility of communication tcchmlogy in
mcsslge discmination is thc advantagc of mass nrdia to
rsrclr audiene'e in wider range. Mlss nrdil prrrr in
lndoncsia's post-politicol rcform is real piourc of
communicution ficedom and nrdia indcpcndcncc for thc
existcncc o[ comrunication tcchnology. Whcn [lc
communication tcchnology aims at incrcating informtion
disscmination. it rcquircs rcguluioa on clcctrmic trmsaction
,rnd public information lransparcncy. Tuo rulcs r€lotcd to
communic$tion tcchnology and inforr:ration disrmimtinn arc
cxpcctcd ro stimuluc public parricipaion touluds thc
golcmmcnt pcrformancc and build n prospcrous information
srricty. This sluly aimr at: ( I ) Ectdng ovcrvbu of
communication tcchnolo6l,uscs in mass rncdis, (2) dcscribing
the applicadon of rcgulations on communicuion tochnology
lowurds communicution frecdom. (3) rcvicwing information
di*-rcp:rnct in mass rrdia as an cffort lo build an information
xr*itty. Ttrc thcory uscd in this rc*arch rclalcs ro
communication tet'hnrtogy, mass rmdia in$ rcccrl contcxt
and informltion lr.lnsparEncy. Despitc thc mcfiodoloty Inod
in this rescardr is qrdimirc m.ftod b study and undcr*mt
srx'rll nraning in tll application d commlnicatioo
techmrlogy arxJ information discrcpancy. Bascd on thc
rc:r:urh pmblcm. thc rcrarch focus is dircctcrl to cxplorc thc
topic more detniled md gire a frturl owrvicw. (Thc rerarch
Iindings show that comrnunication techmlogy is mass nrdia
power in rncli$rgc disscmin$ion: rcgulofion of clcctronic
tr.rnsar'lions inhibils information tmmpercncy: arxl tlx
information rranrplrcncy is effrrt ro crtablish an infurmation
socicty.

Keysordr : Communication Technokrgy. Mass Mcdia,
Elcctronic Transirction. Informarion mnsporam), lnformarion
Sncictl'

INTRODUCTION

Communicalion tcchnology in informalioo runsgcrncnl is
rrcanl as conrmuoicadon systcm lhi[ thc coaputcrizatix
function suppofls to crpand mcssagc sprErd. With
crrmmunication technology. oudicncc c..m acccpl informatirm
lkrm nrusr rncdia fisrcr than bcforc. As ncw tcchnology in
communicalion. it is conridcrcd thot communicatioo
technologl' malier nrcdiu morc intcr.rctir.c and crpansivc
towlrds global ordcr' (Tubbs and Moss.2O00).

Sedia
lelndoncsia)

Thc power of conmunication tchnology can dccrcas social

cuhur.rl dislamc and mnss nrcdin can us il lo scnrch, get und

sprcul informadon to audicncc in mcd. With [E abilhy to
sprcal mcsslger across a wide.range of pcoPlc,
communication tcchmlogy cncour.Bcs thc cnrrgcrrc of
dcmands toward communication frccdom tnd cqudiry of
communication righis.

Thc uscs of communication tcchnology in mass mediu huvc
bccn scco metly fmm thc ncgotivc lnd positivc tspccts. Thc
rrgrtivc inflEncc frequcotly rclalcs to t Essagcs that hatc
bccn casily passcd to urdicncc without my lrulh r.lcclion.
(Sussnto. 2fi1!l). This condition is a rearon for thc gowrnnrnt
to lccp controlling *rc dyramics of nass communicuion.

tt is indispurablc ihal llr communication tcchnology can hil'c
ncgslivc impaet. 'Modcrn rcchmlogy docs not only prcvidc
new prospect of communication dcvclopmcnt for human
intcrac'tion but also hus dangcr atd pmblem'. tl{asBride.
l9E3: 60). Thcrcforc. it is &finitcly morc idcal it thc

communication tcchrnlogy is rccn fmm F)sitire uspecl lo
s$pport rEssagc disscminution for audicncc in nccd,

Howcvcr. whcn mars communication tcchnology cirn convcy
imtont utd rarryarnt mcssgc. puHic agcncics in thc
govcmrncnl con judge it us obslaclc to thc pcrtbrmancc of thc
public orlnizarions. Morcovcr. it is rcgudcd rhar fic
cristcncr of cormtnicaim rchnohgy bcconrs thc culprit
o( uncoouollcd rrcdn frccrbm ard cshblistrs tbc
dishannooizcd relationship bctqtcn th. govcmnrrr and

scicty. 
l

In frt thc usc of tcclnoloty io of
mass mcdir agld hur txcn in thc

e
comrmnic!$qr

governrncnl pmvides
Morcovcr. whcn tht
for communicatian

octivitic's, it has rcgulucd of tlr Rcprilic of lrdorrsia
Numbcr l.l Ycrr ADE erccming Public lnfsrnnlisr
Trunspurcncy,

TDc pmblcm is lhal il is nol c-usy to run informilion
Frnsparcncy &spitc it gcts iupptrt fmm commrnicalion
tcchnology. Public bodics or instiluions in thc ltdoncsian
gov€tnfEol hart not toally rccptcd thc iofrrmrion
dirrcpancy primiphs. ln thc corlext of organizutionul
culture. thc otlitudc of public bodics ftat tcnd to adap slowly
to rcspord drc informatinn discrcpancy is undcrstnndoblc.

Thc public bodics or instittlions uruirlly puchagc the

information in thc ticrcd systcm that requircs u long pcriod of
timc and full of considcration for thc prrncr imcrc$. Masr
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media *rmt all infirrnntirx thil csn bc *cassl <luicltly aml
lrdn$porcntly. Ttrrc lrc &finitcly diffcrrrrcs in attiludc
bctwccn tlr public bodics arxl mass mcdia. Ttc last rcquirer
freedom in scarching. Ectting ild usiog iaformatioo to bc
dis*cminntcd to ardicmc.

Bascd on thc aforcnrrtioncd dcrripion, 0r ttscact
problem is "How communicatioo tcdnrology. mass mcdia,
and lans axl rcgu}nrions relatcd lo comrRunicilion kccdom
csn cncourage inforrntion discrcpury in Indoncsia'. Thc
resrorch oblctivcs alr: (l) to gct piourc about
communkation lcchnology ulilizatior in mass m€dia. (2) to
describc thc implcmcntuioo of rhe lar+s ud rcgultioni
concerninS cnmrnunication tccbnology in comnrnication
frccdom. (3) to rcvicw informarisr dixrcpancy in mcss rncdio
in nrdcr lo crpatc informatior sncicty.

LITERATUBE RSVTEW

Aspects rclating to tlr rescordr problcm and threc points
rcluing to rhc rcsctrch prrposc should gct support from
litcrature review appropriue to thc rescsch rhrrc to bc
crplorcd. Therrfore. it is ncccssary to dcscribc thcory thut has
closc rclations to tlc commlnicarion tcchmlogy, msss rnalia
in thc prcrn cootert and the conplcrity of infomration
lrans?!rcncy,

l. Comrnunicarioo Technolos/

Communications lcchnology beconrs tlr stnrturd hardwarc
ond has scrial valu for indivirtuols to cnllccl. process and
cxchangc informirtioo with othcrs (Rogcrr. t9E6). lt dcds
wilh mass mcdio technology to dclivcr rrssrgcs lo a wider of
audicnce. In its rlevclopnrcnt. chctronic rsss mcdia
technology srrh as lilm. radio. ard tclcvision bccomcs
imponant for rhe abiliry ro tlcliver nrsslge ro a rvidcr range of
irudicnre. As an inponanr fuclrr ro f;rcilirac informotion
cxchange thrcugh thc computcr-baxd comnunicatkrn system.
communicalion tcchology is often cgualizcd lo ncr*
communication tcchnology. ncw nndia. u inlcractivc
communicatirm which can makc fundarncntal changcs in
human communication.

2. Mars iltedis Mrsrr in Th htsmr Cotrlst
Mass nrcdia is known an a crrnrnrunicalion tml ro disxminate
infsnratiolr or ncws to a widcr rar4c of audicrxc. ln mass
communication penpcctiyc, rmss mcdia :m a tmatrs or
communicalion lool Otat can rclch nuss tts mrny as possibtc
and as wides ar possible. Mass nrcdiaorganizations arc part
of tlE structurr of socicty arxl technology. Thcrcforc, mars
rncdia infrnstructue is part of cconomic ard pou,rr blsis.
ldcas. inagcs and informltion tbu nrsss mcdia disscmimtc
are tlr important upects of culturc (McQrnil. 20101.

Fnrm thc a$pccts of funtion, nrass mcdil can dcscribc thc
rcality of powcr thit lcnds to follow tlrc cri$ing slstcm in thc
rclated country. Media arr uricd to disscminatc and promotc
thc govcmmcnt's socirl and ecooornic program! as narional

gods. (Biagi, 2005). ln I nnrc straighlfoflsonl pcnpectivc.

mrss nr<lia ircludc all kind of informatirm submittcd to a

large gop of peoplc thrwglr irrcrnltionol ncwi nctrvotks
rhat havc no starxludr on how many audicnccs nocrl

information. (Akin. 2005).

3. Iaforruatlon Trempsrelcy

In t}r dcrelopnrnl, fiEdia havc to bc mrrc lr,tnry;rre[l lo
ncws uppropriatc 1o communiculion frccdom. Transprency is

Opcurcsr in which pcoplc urgc tk govcrnmcil's infornrution
Ncououbillill disseminalcd prorlivcly in rclution to it-r

octivities, pmgrams. policics urxl scn'iccs in thc easy lo find,

Scssible 
and usablc format. (IDRC,2017).

liedittraunawy b thc coecptof dctrrminant on ho* and
*hy ffirmfuo fu dcliwrcd in rrkur *ayr. If ttE rncdir
8nd &c prl$c know arcr5drirry fut occur in dl lcf s of thc
Buttrority aad govcmrncnt, thcrc will bc nuny ptioar,
prSES..d {{E8ESoEr cmdrry ftryr nrdir ed s<xicty.
hodc treEsld in such an irsuc rill try lo in8tnoct thc
govcrnment's dccision.

Tranrprurcy stimulucs nrrtJurd public parricipariorr in lhe
day-today polirical proces. Ooe tod usal to iocrarc daily
pa[tlcipstloo io rhe pdidcal prrx'css is r]re h! lnd
rcguluions on the dcmands of information frccdom. Modem
rbrnm*yboikls rpon thc pinhipotionof tlE pco#nO uc
ncdia, (Su*ao. 3017), ln rhc conlcrt of the hws anl
rcguliuions. thc l.a,x of &c Rcpblic of Indoncsir Nrmlber l.l
of 2{nB cottc€mitg Public lnfirmation Tr:rnsparcncy statcs
lhat the right to obtoin infomration is human rights. Public
information t iln$pucnrcy is un ing.rnanl fcalrlrc of a

&mocrutic counry lhnr upholds pcoplc's sorcrcigDty. Thr
gouls are to build ur information **iety that urcr
communiration and information tcchnology in lhcir dnil)' lifc
actjvitics. ln addidon, public informmion rrunsparch-! iri ir

lrns of oprimizing public coilrol touards rhc

tnglcnrsurtlon of $c deE md odrer Hrblic Bodics and
anytiing tht har influcncc to orc p$blic intcrcsts.

RESEARCH METIIODOLOCY

Thc rcscuch urcs qu:rlihrivc rEttrcds to crplorc and
undcrstand tlr mcaning of individuals. grnups arrl ingirutirxr:;
in rclation to social and humsnihrian issucs. T[r qualitntirc
rescarch proccsi *ccks to iuk qrxslions and proccdurcs.
collcct spe<ific rlata fmm plnicipants, induerivcly analyrr
daa that slafl from a spc,r.iFrc thcnrc to gencrul orr and
iotcrpret dE dats, {Cres*'cll, 301 0}.

Thc qualilative res,e{rch also focutcs cn rcscarch qucslions.
ald thcsc uill dirfl thc rcscarctrrs to stay focuscd on thc
rcrcarch pmblcm. Thc rcscarch qucstions hclp researchcrs to
detcrminc rcscarch stratcgy to bc used in relation to the
rcscarch topic, (Yin, 2m2). In this rcseardr on
Communic{tion Techrxrlogy. Mcdia and lnfornration
Complcrity. thc tc$nigw of data runlysis rvill bc carricd out
throngh dara rcdxtion. lt will summarizc, chmsc thc main
things and focus on thc imtrxt&nt aspec'ts appmpriate to lha
thcme nnd pattem. Ttrc data prcscnrarion is io r liind of brief
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descripllon. chan, rrl&tiorE hip bclwecn cucgorics, flowchrrt,
and other similar ones. Tlrc last stcp rclates Io dr.rw
conclusion in form of dcsctipion or illu$rdtion of an object
thnt hls not bc clcnrly known prcviourly (Sugilono. ill.l).

RT,SEANCH RESULTS AND DTSCUSSION

The rcsclrch rcsults rryill bc rcvicwcd in lhrce sub4ixussions
of tlrc limlings that lh€ Esesrchrs got during a ftorough
scsrch. rcview and study of infornration rclating to thc
resciurh topic. Tlc first frndings rclare rc communication
rcchnolngy ns thc powcr of mass nrdia. For thc xcond
Iindings. thc rcgulation of clcc8oniri transactions hus
polBrfliull] inhibit iofnrnntion transparrncy. ln thc third
findings. lnforrnation Transparency is an cffon to crcatc it
prospcmus lnfornution socicty.

l. Communicgtion Technology Ar Forrcr of Muss Mcdir

The povrtr of conmunication tcchnology in supportiog the
spnuad of musr nnlia nrcrsagcs dcfinircly rcldcs ro rhc full of
thc New Order's por+cr in lndoncsia. \ryifiout a&quate
tcchnological suppoa ard govcrnmrtal coorrol, infomation
from the mass mediu will bc dominontty ncurs covcrage fmm
lhc go\rrnrnenl's succtss ln t}r dcrclopmcnl pmgrams, ln thc
dcvclopmenl. howcyer, nrmbcrs of socicty will clominundy
use thc communication tcctnology, and it srcour,rges muss
media to adjust to public will on thc trensparrrry of ncws
c()vcBBc.

Mass nrcdia lhilt gcr suppporl from thc iofcfiet-ba$d
communicali,ons tcchoology crcatc new nrdia. lt is morc
pmgrcssive in ncus covcragc sd infcrrmtion disscmination,
Ncw mgdin tnlc clos'c rclation to ncw tcrtual erperierrces.
new wilys in the global systcm. ncs conncctions bctwecn
usl:ni, nxdi:r$rsumen anrl rrw tcchnologics, Netl mtlia
also providc tEw ErFi.rpes tbour lhc Etri@litcttlrcco
embodimcnt, ilcnt'uy rd co@rEity. give ncw conccpts on
human rclationships and rcctnology. arxl prultre new
patlcrns in infrnution uganizrtion and pmdrrction thut movc
frccly { Lisrcr. cral. 1009).

lnfirrmation from mass fiEdia thd move frcely ui thc
crnbodinwnt ol mw nrdia is incrcasingly difficuh to bc
conlrolled by t}I *eovemnrrf and it has occurrcd sime thc fall
of the gorernment of Prcsidcnt So€hlno in l9gE. In thc posr

;xrlitical rcform in lndorrsia. ho*cvcr, the rtformation
govcmmcnl rhrough rtr organs of its por*cr still tries to limit
or regulatc comrrunication technology' uscs in form of
clectnrnic bm:rdcast nrdia. ontine nrcdia or othcr altcrmtivc
media. Hoq'cvcr. it is mt cury job. For thc chrxtcristics of
fl exible communicalion tcchnology, nnss mcdia incrcatingly
widcly cxploit to disseminare inhrmarioo to audierce.

Vrrious communicar.ion sludics show rhat mars mcdia tightty
relate to tlrc pourr of communication tc(hfiotogy. Gcborr hos
rcvealcd rhat ma$ mcdia in its rclation to muss
comnrunication arc tclmohgbrlly snd idltsooaEy bt*cd
miss nlodlrti$r ad di*ibdi{xl us fur rs posible ro
distributc conrinuou$ly rhrmrgn Bblic rtrcam in indusrrial
so.'iery. (Cornir. 198.1), ln other words_ thc corlrol of

information fmm mlss mcdio by thc govcmmcnl's inslitutions

is not cffcctive for thc unl.imircd pattcrn of infonmtion
distribution. Tlre main nnlurc of commulicalio{t t.chnology
har implications aromd lhc intcractivity of new rncdir with
individunlistic und unstudardizerl charmteristics'. (Rogers.

l9E6). So it is tklinitcly comrxxt if each individul can

receive dilcrse and diffcrcnt inlornstion for rhc intcn*tivc
lnd fleriblc corrnunication systcm. Thcrcfore, reslricling
communication tcchmlogy uscs strould bc nrx mly based on
ncgativc ossumptions or prcjrdicer but also objcctivc ones

aftcr wc undcrstand thc gro*ing public dcmand in lirc nith
prcsr or miLrs mcdia ftrcdom.

Howcver, various ugunrcnls ilbou thc positivc vo.luc of
mcdia's mlc in dirrminating information remain thrcat for the
post-rcform govcrnmcDB that erplorc negativc effccts of milis
nrdia raher than highlight thc proftablc aspccts. ln n scminor
hcld by Sclroalpr Bmadcast *ledia ot Scgtcn5cr I I , 2m6.
somc rass mcrlir prartitiorrrsjudgcd thlt lhe inlcrvention of
news covcngc from busincssmcn and dr rulcrs {the
govcmnEnt) still occrrrcd. Thercfore. 'despite times and
political conditions dcfinitcly havc changcd, ir (kles url flrcur
for thc govcrnmcri's vicwpoint to ma.ss nrcdia'. (Sudibyo.
2010). This picturc shows rhst therc hns kn m cultunl
transformrlion thal mrkci thc Eovcrnmenl apparirtus tnors
appreciativc toranls public right to information and rnedia
indcpcndcnce.

ln the burcsucrey agcncics, lhc govcrnmcnt hm nol born
adequatc ncw understanding on thc auto.nrrnus public sptcc
from lhe slilc intcrvcntion and social function of mass media.
Howcvcr, w}rn in onc occasion in firrnt of tditor-in-chicfs
and reportcn in Jakana, hesi&nt Susilo Bambang stated that
prcss frerdom and pcople frecrlom thrugh mass nrcdia was u
musl for thc nansformation of dcmccracy (Kompas. 29
scptcmbeiP6).

Bascd on Law af th Rupublic of ldsrcria. Numbcr 40 of
200t conmait4 of Pless. it clcarly slxrws thar thc law
guaruntcts prcss indcpcndcnc'c as a hind of pcople
sovereiglty. Thcre is no inlervention that on be jusrified frum
any p3 to mass nrcdia. As staled in Aniclc 2 of thc Prcss
hu'. pres frccdom is a rcalizarion of pcoplc soverciglly
barcd ot tlr prirciplcs of domcrry, justir.c aad rhc rutc of
law" Prcsr frccdqn dcfinitcly cmphasizcs thc mlc of prcss und
democrmy. Prtss frecdom is a lerminology thar hls bcen
civilizcd, and iI is individual frecdom. free liom outsirjc
inlcrvenlion or state porvcr (Anokwn, Lin arrd Sslu,rn. lfi)S),

Hcrc it clcarly rho$s lhal mass mcdia that gct suppon from
comntunication tcchnology rrith all of its advantagcs can not
bc intcrvcncd or uscd as a political insuunxnt of rhe

Botrmrncnt in cxcrcising powcr. Law Numbcr 32 of 2tX)2
conccming Brnadcasting contcf,aually h:r.s suppon prcss
frccdom. Thir law Euarantecs and pnxects firedonr of
cxprcssion or cxpression of tlrought both orally uod in wriling.
It inclules guar&ntcriog frctdom of crcativc c$sion wirh
the suppxr of nrssoge.sprcnding tcchnology brud oo thc
pria@djusticc,dauocy and ruh ofhw.
As dcrcrihd lt rbove. definircly in rhc post-poliricd rcform
in Indonssia, prss is not ablc to totally enjoy frcrdom in
conveying informatioo to public. Various crlitics in ttr body
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of thc goycmrncnl still fc.l distrbc<t whcn trc Somc print, uudio. md ndio virual nr<Jia owncd by

dcmocrarizrtion of informntion prcvails. Ttr cntitics considcr politicians can bc shown in thc following tablc:

lhrt intervcntion is allcmpt to establish sccurity stability and
prrlecl nationd inleresls.

According to Malmur Kcliat, thc conccpt of nalicnal rccurity
cstablishcs two rcgirrs thal dclinilely rcfusc Hunton Righus

cullcd lhc dcmgltion rcgimc und rc:triction rcgimc. (Asasi,

208). The dcrogation regimc appcars bccausc narional
sccurity is ossuntd to rcquirc thc Starc Prcnrgativc. lt invhes
the birth of thc corrcep of nationrl *ctrity to protcct and
pres€rve lh€ counlry fiom variour llrctfs Uil could
unrlcrmirr the couilry. In thc discussion of Humm Rights. it
is kmwn us tlrc right of dcrogation.

Thc right to csrtroling nr<lia covcmgc is principally irlcntical
with thc strtes privilcps irlrnning rhc govcmmcnt. ln frt.
grlitical rcform rcquires thc conoasa of ;oodlmrcrrltre as atr

],corncrrt rcgurdinE tlE suE rtguluion by govcmmcrr. ciril
strcicly, and privrrc rctr fc thc rcllizstion ol mcid uolftre
o-s$m,AXr9).

As considcring its functions. mass rrdio wi$ hc srppon of
communication lcchnology that cstablishcs cybcr mcrlia can
rcpon thc political rcality in high spccd. Howcvcr. prcss lifc
will follow thc gurernmcil sFtcm of a rclatcd country. and
ncws rcponir$ on facts may be comirkmd drngcrous in a
prcss syrtem of il stotc that applics vcry pmtcctir'c wry
to$'ards thc flor+ of public information.

ln fct nrlss rncdia are frcqrrntly relntcd to politics and
economics. Firstly. mcdia havc ccornmic costs ond valrr.;rnd
it is thc obict o[ compctition policy to ca$trolling and
mahing access. Sccondly. rrcdio arc sub!:ct to plitkal.
cconomic and lcgal rcgulalir:nr. Thirdly. mms mcdia tm
considcred cffcctivc ar lhc irxtrumcrts of powcr with
polentirl r'apacity lo influcncc in nuny ways. Fourrhly, the
p<lwcr of rnass nrdia is not owrrcd by all gmups or intcrcsts,
(McQuail, 2Ol0). Thcrcforc. 'political po*er mcl mass nxdiir
have a strong rclationship (DcFlcur ctal. 1970). Tlr link
bdwcen Ihcsc lrf,o lhings frcqucntly beconrcs intcrcsting issuc
to bc discusxd. Thccforc.'mass rnediu ir absolutcly political
or solid with politicrl issrrcs'. (Nimmo. 199E1.

ln thc Prcss Frccdom lndcx compilcd by Rcportcrs Wirhour
Borden in 2016. lrxloncsia rankcd l30th (umong lt0
counlricsl. Of ASEAN counrics, Cambodil has bcttcr
position ronking I28ft. and Timor lrslc can cntcr llrc top 100
li*t and ir rws rmkcd in rhe 99th plrc. (dwrom. 2(ll6).

Whcn cntcring tlc Yc:rr 2O17, lndorrsia ranlcd l24th out of
lB0 ountrics. Chuirman of Indoncsia's hcss Courril stucd
thlt m obstocle in prcss frccdom rclutcd to nnss mcdiu
owncr's inlcrvcntion to Edilorial Room ard rctulet news
covcfirg€. (mpler.com. 2Ol7). Ncw trends in ln&lrcsia in thc
cra of corrnunicslion frcrf,dom arc rncdia's owncrs nto hsvc
cstlblished politicnl punies und political parry pcoplc havc
mcdio. Thcrr are nrdia that frcqrrnly build rhcir own
inlagint to tlrcir party: tharc arc rxdirthat dcfcnd lhc o*rrrs'
intcrcsts by corying out ncws fnming. rulk show, spcciol
news covcrirgc. bricf info lnd trrt running on tlrc tclcvision
scrocn (ruming texl) tppropriate lo thcir partial imcrcsts.

Flgure l: Meilia nnd Owrrship
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No I{rnr
Iltedir

of 0wmrc Polithal
Orkntation

I Itlcdia Group Surya Paloh Dcnrrru
Nuional Pany
(Nadcm)

1 Mva Ncws Aburizal B*ric Golliar Pany

Hury
Tomcsocdibjo

lndorrsiln Uniry
Party (Pcrindo)

J

Nusanara Citra
(MNCCmup)

Sourrc : Proccsscd Datu Rcsults

Ecsi&s tlrc Ouce mcdia groups. rhctc are sctcrrl media
gmups owncd by busircssmcn uith s:lrong influcncc in
political compctition in lldoncsia. Ttrsc includc Trans Corp.
umlcr thc contrul of Chocnrl Tunjung, Konpas{ramedia
o*rcd by Jat(ob Oclams. Jawa Pos Gmup ourncd by Dahlan

lskan. SCTV Cmup within thc company's Edi Suriatrnaia,

Tcmpo Group udcr Gocnawan Mohammad. Tomy Winata's
TV Ja\ aml lndorxsian Busincss Grcup undcr tlr control of
thc business powcr ofSukandani uxl Cipurm.

The nrdis busincss gruups gos rapidly in lirr with prtss
frccdom dermnrls ond thc suppon of communications
tcchnology that irudicncc ircrcasingly has recognircd.
Through communicatioo tcchnologry, nsss nrdia halc
frccdom to scnrch. usc ond disscminatc infrrmation, On thc
olhcr hand. lhe govcrrrmcnt does nol luve thc right to contml
and matc ccnsorship towards ioformalion and rrdiu
covcragc. Wtln lndoncsia is principally in thc lrgcnony of I
singlc political powr with ttrc slogen of srccurity stability. ttr
govcmmcil hes thc right to rcgulatc and control muss rredir
conlcnt. In thc cra of prcss frccdom. howcvcr, un&r lhc
prctcxt of frccdom. mcdia covcrirgc ir in thc control of nrdia
owncrs in ar corcrt or ovcn way,

2. E'lcctrodc Tmmrcrlons lnhibh lllcdia Frcedom

Dcspitc tbc iodepcndcncc of erprcssion is put in high piority
in thc building of an information xricty, it potcntially
cncouotcn various diflicultics whcn firccd with thc cxirtcnce
of law Numbcr I I of 2fl)B conccming Elcctmnic Informalion
and Transrrtions (thc IET law). Thc law regulalcs clccoonic
information as elcclmnic data. Thcsc inclu& tcrt, sound.
imagcr, maps. dcsigns. photos. clectronic data intcrchangc
(EDl) and orhcrs rclarcd to intcmct acccss. Thc Elcctronic
Tnansuction is a lcgal action donc by rxiry communiqrtion
tcchnology with 0rc support of computer rctwort arxl other
clccaronic mcdia. On Oc othcr hnnd. thc informarion
technology inhcrcnt in mass rrdia covcroge activitics is
cfforts to collco. prcpnrc. slorc. procest. and disrminate
informulion as ncws covcragc,
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Ttrc luw has stvEnrl crucial aniclcs that conrrdicl ro t}r spirit
of opcrncrs. ln thc uticlc ilO. pusgruph (l) of thc IET Law
srarcs. 't! Gowrnrrnl sha.ll spccify agcncics or institutions
holding suugicaldruie dsrtt't and hpntclcd.'Tlr
provision on the protection o[ srutegic elecronic drtu is

dcfinitely a mut. and wilh lhc putirl inlcrprcliltion for thc

bcncl-rt of tlrc govcrnmcnt, it nay bc justificd tha whcn

inforrnation should bc open it is undcr tlr conlidcntial
classification (Susonto, 3010). Thc gortrnnrent inititutions
flrc uruccustomcd to do tnrosparEnt communicalion lhal
pntcntially triggcrs criticism. lt has cnlrpd thc
controlling communication tcchnology uscs aod
control approprirtc to ils intercsts for a loog tinr.

Closing or limiting acccss lo infamution &finitcly is not in
line with prcss frccdom thst has becn tricd corriruoudy to
mticipalc ttr dcvcloprncnt of cormunicnlion lcdrnology. In
gcncral, frrc prc:rs imludcs ( I ) Thc publicrtion should bc frcc
from thc preliminary censorship by tlrc third partics. (2) Thc
lct of publishing and dimibotian shrruld bc opcn to ony
pcrson or group. wilhout ony or liccnr (3)
Criticism to [rc govemnrcnt. or
lwhich diffcrs fmm criricirm to
sacdtty di\turbarlccs ), crimiaalizcd crcn uftcr
lhc cvcrts, (4) Thcrc strould bc no oblignion to publish all
nruttcn. {51. Thc publication of wmngdoirg is potcctcd und it
is thc sarnc os rhc pblicalion of m,rth in mattcrs rrlating to
opinion or bclicf. {6). Thcre *nuld bc no lcgal rcstriction
imgrsed on thc collcction of infamation for thc publicutiron

intcrrsls. (7) Thcrt should bc no lcgal rcstristions impord on
imponing. cxponing or scnding and rccciving Brssages
thn ughout a coutry. (E) Journalists should bc lblc to de mand
highly pnrfcssional autorumy in thck orgonization (McQuail,
20 I 0)-

Buscd on frec Ftss 4prorch. tlrrc $ould bc m limit in thc
cffon of collccting iofornratioo for thc bcncfits of nrars mcdia
publications via conmuniration technology tools. Thc frrc

$s approach substantivety hm bc*n uccommodltcd in thc
Law of thc Rcpublic of lodoacda Nunbcr {} of 1999 on
Prcss. which rcBul&tcs prcss frecdom in thc political rcform
cru in lrxloncria,

Ttrrcfore, if public or Bovcrnmcnt bodics or institurions usc
clcctlonic trnnstrtion luws rnd rcgulationr lo closc acccs:t lo
information, it h.Ls potcntial to clor thc frecdom of mass

mcdia coveru_{c. Morovcr, closing ocrcss to informltion is
not in linc with tlr spirit of mcdia indcpendcncc as dcmandcd
in thc political rcform as wcll.

ln fact thc utilizalion of communicqtion tcchnology in
clcctronic tmnsocrions aims ar cdrcating the nation life os pafl
of thc world information scicty. With sommunication
technology uscs, it can opcn lltc widesl opportunity for moss
rncdia to pmvidc fmturl ruld transprwnt information to
audicnce und it is undcr lcgal protcctiorl Ncvcrthcless. thcrc
atr c.Lics rtlotcd to nlilsr mcdia bccaur thc mcdio arc
considered to violatc thc laur. Tb provisions in [r Ee<uonic
lnfomution anrl Transoction Larr that potcntially inhibit
informution uilnsporcncy crn be shown in thc followiry tablc.

llgure 2: Provisiom of Information and Elccuonk
Transaction Law. Potentid Obsttrlcs to Mcdia Frecdom

No The La* Regubrion Polnts Polentiel
()bslrclet

I

Paragaph
(3)

Article 27 Any Patoa who
knowingly attd
wilhoul aulhority
distributcs anrUor

disscminotcs and/or
cau$cs to bc

irccessiblc Elcclronic
lnformation ard/or
Elcclronic Rc,r:ords

wilh concnts ugainst
oroorictv

Inhibit
dcnncracy
proccsr for fcar
of criticism or
nrating opiniot
ttrrougb mas$

rrdia

Anicle 2?.
hragraph
(4)

Any Pcrsoa who
knowingly and
witlrcut aulhorily
distributcs and/or
diss:eminutes and/or
causcs to bc
occessiblc Etcctronic
Infornation and/o
Elcctronic Records
with coilcnB of
crlonion arxur
thrcats.

Rcstricr
comtluniciltion
frccdorn in nrcdia
for thrcal arxl
crioftion can bc

irtcrprctcd
stbjectivcly

3 Articlc 2E.
Farugraph
(l)

Any Pcrson who
knowingly and
rYilhout outh$ity
disscminatcri falsc
snd mislcading
infornntion rcsulting
in consumcr losr in
Elcctronic
Transnctiom.

Mass mcdia can
bc rccuscd to
disscmimte fil!€
lnd mislcading
inlbrnntion if it
is considcr€d lhal
il is nu in linc
with ttr intcrcst
Ditnics

J Any Pcrson who
knowingly and
withoot aulhority
disscminatcs
infornstion dnr<t at

inflicting hured or
disscnsion on
irdividuals and/or
cenain Eorys oI
community brscd on
elhnic groups.

rcligions, r.rc.cs, ond
intcrsroups (SARA).

Mass rrdia can

bc coosidercd to
disscmirnrc
hatrq,l or
dirrnsion if frc
irrcrpraotion is
panial
opptopriatc to thc

rclalcd intcrcsts

Aniclc 29 Any Pcrson who
knowingly and
without authority
s'cnds Elccronic
lnformation mrUor
Elcctronic Rcconls
rhat cortlin violcnce
lhrcrts or sciilrs
ainrcd rrsonally.

Corplcrity of
infornration flow
tllat conrcs from
nrdin cruscs
right to scnd
inbrnrarion
bccorrcs obscure

privilcgc of
information
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Anicle ?E,
ParaEaph
(2)
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Thc aforcmntioocd provisioos caur public rcluclarrc as

rncdia audicmc lo irctivcly crprcss thcir opinions in mass

media. Thcre hnvc bcen amirndcmnl to several unicles in rhr
lnformation and Elcqmnic Tronsaction t-ow in 2O16.
Howcvcr, lhc subsbnce thrt thr€atcns communicution
frccdom for communication tcchnology uscs srill prevails.
Thc nnin corrcrn is thc rcstriction to frLrcdom of exprcssion
arxl it has inpact oo mrss nrdia. Nevenhclcss. thc
lrncodnrnt of lnformgion and Elcctronic Tmnsaction L:rw is
cxpclcl(d 1o Fovide lcgal pcotcctioo for thc prtlic and mass

mcdia in using internet-bascd communication tcchnology.

Thc lnrrxtmcnt to Inlirrmatioo nrd Trarsaclions
l;tw is entered into thc Lrw of thc

on ll of
Transactions.

Howevcr. lhis arncndrncnt is not dircctly rtlatcd, arxl it only
conccrns tlE crplanation of arliclcs that hovc polcntirl to
inhibit nrdia dcmocracy as in thc abovc tublc.

3. Irformation Trorparcncy Ert blirhc Al lnformti,on
Soclely

Whcn considering thc power of rnss rredia in dissemirraring
imssirgc. thcrc :ue four points aboul tlx rolc of masr rrdia:
(l) Through thc muss media. ur know alnnst flnything thll
occun throughout ttE norld &spitc thcsc are &r from our
ncighborhoql, {2) lnfonncd unl activc citircns can bc realizcd
in nrrkrn rlcmocarry if mass nrcdia go on smoothly. (3)
Pcoplc nccd nrrss media to crprcss tlrcir idcas to communily
in a widcr rungc. {4} Supcr porrcr countries usc mus [rdia to
disscmintc frir i&ology and comnrrcial Frrporcs.
Thcrcforc. mass rrdio is rrrin tool of propagandists.
adreniscrs atd individuals wlrc q' to influcmc orhers.
(Vivian,1007).

Thcrufurc, the gor-cmmcnt is &finitely arryarc of nsss nxdia
gru'er. lt trics to conrol nredia nnd supporl lhcir intcrcsts. Thc
qucsrion is dcmrndr of political rcfornr rhat rEquk &r
rhieventcnl of l dcmocratic infornratbn socicty and
thcrcforc. it drrs nrt gilc opporfunity for thc govcmnrnt to
conlrol news covcnrgc. As known b€forc thc l$E polirical
rcforrm. thc laws urxl rcgulations on conununkation an<t muss
mcdiir rcfcr to thc dctcloprrnl mcdi& nrodcl which rcquires
lhc govcmmcnt's inrolwnrnt in organizing infonrurtion to
public.

Thc llcd iu
shouldincludcs (

dcfincd policics.
(?) lr appropiotc lo cconomic

anrl community dcvclopnrcnt. (3). Mcdia havc to
to llE conrcnt of nalioml cuhurcs ard

lo on
pfiicularly rclucd to

gcographical, cultural or polilictl focbrs closc to Indonesia.
(5). Joumalists and othcr mcdia cnploytcs hrvc rrsponsibiliry
anrl frccdom in the tusk of collccting i arx.l

ir; For thc
mcans

subsidics of nrdia.

(McQuail. 20 I 0t, Thc &vclopnrcu mcdia modcl is comnnnly
used lrmog &vcbping countrics. (Jayawcera ard
Amunugoma. 1987).

Thc dcvclopnxnr nrdia npdcl in lndoncsia priripally givcs
pscudo frccdom to joumalists. h nrans tha $erc is frccdom
to carry ou irurnalislic tasks irrluding thosc inrolving
invcstigation but il h&s lo considcr dc*ply the principles of
srcurity stability. All informution mass nrcdia disscminate is
u[dcr dre ticr supcrvision. and tlr disscminatcd ncws has lo
bc appopriuc to thc will of tlrc rulers, As a rcsult. whcn ncws
is not in linc with thc govcrnrncnt. ii will rrwr bc publishcd.
Mcdia arr in siluation with full of harmony or in thc
intcgralistic p.rspluivc. Eren if a gnup of perrylc arE rDt
srtisftcd. they car publish tlrir opinions thmugh nnss rrdia
(Susanto.2fi]9)

ln prcsart tlE dcvclopntant nrrlia modcl has pass:cd awuy.
lrVirh frc*dom spirir. rmss mflwith communicalions
rc.chnoiogy uscs Bcl srrypor, Eom ffifrEb-nftffi

ht
coDccms thc pcoplc's rights to Ecl transpsEnl ard cfficient
informrtion withou any imcrfcrcnce from 0rc goyemment. In
this contcrt, thc mlc of nrass mcdia havc lo pmvidc
lrans?ilEol inFormarion to public.

Thc spirit of information tmnspu€nc)'
fr
is in ] with thc

'Ewry perrur

in

anicle 28F of &e 1945 Constirution. Ir strlca
ddl havr tte dght toc@mmicetc rnd to otrein inbrmatiqr
fr thc prpocc of thc dadryma of hir/hcr sclf and saiol
cnviroursrt, srd $dl h\,e ttc dgltt to sec&, obain.po$css.
$orct prccss ud onrcy infanmtim by cmpbying all
availabh tlpe s of clnnncls.'

Tbc hblic lnfomuion Tronsparcncy law govcms
information tmtrrpilcncy and its rtstrictions rclaling to
confidrntial informrdon und crccption to opcn iEccss lo
informotion. Thc classification of conlidcnial infornxrtion
shall bc madc on lhc basis of cruminulion and carcful
considcrancc oo lhc corscqucnr-s. if lny inforntrlion
discloscd to 0tc prblic *ill intcrfcrc grr.rcr intercsl.

Wilh tlE cnoctrtcnt of Public lnfornntion Tr.rnspuency Llu.
thc govcmrncnt hrs to lmw lhrt communicntion tcchnology
is a major seport of mass nrdia that plays rulc in thc

implerncntaion of inforrmdon rmsparcncy. Comrnunication
tcchnology should not only bc sccn fmm ttr ncgatir,c sidc thrt
potentially inhibit the pou,er, but abo refcrrcrl to eflons to
c$rblish demcratization proccss. Mcsruge dissemination
thruugh m:r-rs rrdia with thc suppon of communicatims
tcchnology is coosidcrcd cffrcicnt. fast and affonJablc for
public ond prcss. Thcrefore. il is expccted that thc gowrnnrnt
cares about lhc right to informatioo tnmsp&rcncy frr public
wclfart and justicc.

Thc rigtt to transparcnt irfrnrarion is a fundamcntol right
inkrcnt in humrn naturc. BiIl lbvrdr ad Tom Roscnthicl
menlion it as lic naturc of lflmn cosciotrrss b hnow
thrngs beyond lhcmsclves. Thi! righ B Emgnircd h anicle
19 of fig Univcrrul Dcchrrlion of Human R*tB rdoptcd in
l9tlE. Acconlin-s to Haryaoto. tb dgh ro iofofiruioo mu$ bc
suintaird ud fought inchdiry in thc fEcc of mimiprlrtions
by busincssmcn and govcrnmcnt offrcials urxl politicians.

I 36r
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(Azasi, ?O!O)

Howcvcr, it should gct grcat attcntion bccnusc trrnrprcrrcy is

not casy to implcnrnt whcn thc Eovcmmol't information
msnlEcnrcnt modcl is accustomcd in ttr colidcntial, tictcd
ard burcaxratic hegcnrony. Inrlccd. orgrnizaliont with
burcaucratic structurcs likc to hidc bchfud llrc hws and
rEgulotions for ttrcir own imtitulional intcEsls (Rcddin in
Mycrs und Mycrs, l9t8).

Tlrc issucs thal $ill cmcr8c to lhc inuodrrtioo of information
lransparch*y is fcor of sonrc panics who prtfcr to closc
thcmsclvcs in thc transparercy cra. Thcrcforc. ttc gorcrnmcnt
should bc ablc to minimizc thc hirtoricll cultural banicrs that
havc bccomc cuhurc of thc burcarratic systcm and ttc
pcoplc in lrdoncria gcncrally. ln thc conidors of
tramplrEncy. prblic informrtion cm not llow frtcly but hrs
somc limitation. On thc orc hurd, it pmvidcs p<xitivc aqrct
bccauy: it suppon infonmtion trangrrcrry. On thc o0rr
hund, it pdcnrirlly closcs inforrmdsr on tllc prctcrt of
informution in cxccpion.

Io thc gorcmrncnt's perspcctivc. thc right to lnow fuirion-
muking proccss for thc widcr intcrcsts is callcd Ennspurncy.
Transpnrrry politically is l tool of accorntnbility for Ihc
pcrformancc of public offkials ard c.ontatirg co.ruplion.
Transparcrry includcr tlr statc bldgct opcn to mars nrcrliu
llxl can bc discrsscd. (Susan.2Ol7)

With ltE cnucrment of thc Public lnformuiolr Transparcncy
Luw, mass mcdie hare discrction to scarch infornation from
thc govcmment ard <rhcr public bodics ond disscminatc it to
public. All this timc thc cffons to ohtain information
frrr;ucntly cncfltntcr ihc obstrles of closurc Eod &cccss to
informltion in public bodics, Thseforc, thc Public
lnfornruion Tr.msparcncy Law has rclcvarrc in cncouraging
thc -crowing frccdom of mass nrdia in searching, obruining
and using information, ln othcr words, Dcccls lo information
bccomcs opcn aod cffrcicnt. Invcstigatir< lrrnalism cun also
run wcll wiltDut an)' irrclcvar rcjcction. Thc pottcm of
iuvcstilSatirc joumalism rer{uircs a lnt of infornution irr ordcr
to providc clariry* to mers mcdia audiencc.

pwcrcr. thcrc is information in excepdoo, nrnrly (l) Each
puHic infumaio, if it is qcn. it sdl inhibir hw
eaforoersrt. (3) It disrurtf tic inrcrcsts of protccting
intcllccual propary riglir rDd prob.iioo fmm rmfrir buincss
sriltrpctitiar, (31 tt jcopadizcs thc dtfto* rrd -adty :rffairs
ol th( stltc, (4) lr rliscloscs thc Drt rrl r|Gl&b of rhc Rcpublk
of ln<krncsia, (5) It udvcrscly affect ilrc narional cconomic
rcsilience. (fr) h h{rms tlE intcr*ts of lndorcsir'r brcign
rclationship. 17) lt discloscs thc autlrcntic contcrrs of ttr
outhcntic decd. and (8) lt urrowrs privilc sccrtts.

Thc mutcriol of ptblic information in crccp.ion ir conraincd
in the informatioil lnnsparEncy laws and rcgulrtions arrl it
rkrs mrl prcvail for prnvision thol can bc uscd as a nElns lo
avoid the obligation to convcy infornrrtion to mls nrdia.
Howcvcr. it is uscd as l guide for rorting opcn or closcrl
information fin public acccss. ln m,rss communicotion
purdigm. thc orticlc on infornntion in crccpion has to bc
Lno*n by p$lic and il should nol bc as cffon ro buy rimc ro
manipulutc informution bcforc ir ir submirrcd ro publk.

tf it is rcdizcd. lhc govcrnntnt's infortmtion thal conrs to
$c surfuc!, or &livered to public is mt natural rgain' lt has

bccn muipulotcd for thc bcncfits of thc govcmnrnt lhnt
inrcrprcts il in itrcgmli{ic wey. Morcovcr. with

communicdioo tcchnology lhal cro bc uscd moc curily.
public has no dcpcndcncc ugoin to any inflornntion frsn thc

govcrnmcd.

tf information is organircd with the grxnl nrssagc

manirgcrncnr prirrciplcs, and il will provitlc clarity for tbc

uscn. So, it is not pmblcm aguin lt i:r in lim wilh lhc

stalcmcnt of karcc md Crurn (in Wcst ud Tunrcr.2fi)E:
tl6), "Comnrunicario has to bc rcorguizcd and rc'adlptcd
lo its contcrl. ic. for humru bchavior'. Howvcr, ho* if any

infnrmatian should bc held ,irsl rnd it is pockagcd with thc
appmpriucrxss pinciplc to deccivc q dislracl allcnlion, tlE
substancc ro clari$ a Foblcm disappcon. Mass mcdis and

prblic will obcy aniclcs on informalion in cxccption in thc

Public lofonnrtioo Trarsprory Llw.

Thc law givci opp,firunity for rn*s rncdh to rtivcly
parricipatc in addrcrting vrrirets informulirrn ftnm thc
govcmmcnl in 0r intcroctirc comrnunkrtioo plttcm. Thc
intcractivc communication csn gcnerllc fecdbrk to form
commoo perception oo issllcs bcing discusxtl. Morcovcr,
intcractivc inforrmtion is :rtso inryortanl to r€ducc utEcdainly
on a pmblcm (Uttlcjohn and Foss,2fi)7).

ln the frccdomof cxprtssion that gct support fmm casy acccss

to conrnunicetiom rcchnology. inlormation in crccpion lilc
slatc sccrcls substantially influcrres thc rcllrionship quulity
betwccn mass mcdia uxl the gowrnnrnt. which has octunlly
wortcd well irl lhc poirpolidcol rcform. lt is ufraid thot thc

rclationship rvill get norsc for diffcrcnt intcrcsls in
considcring fr rctual inforrmtion.

Whcthcr tltc rylmrsBl of inplcrrration of lnfortnation
Transparcncy l.0rr in ils rclari'on to mass mcdia frctdom that

uscs communication lechnology is succcss (tr ftil. can b€

shown in thc following table.

Ba:crl on thc abovc tablc. it shous tlut Public lnformdion
Transparcncy Law can impmvc thc govenrmcnt pcrformanc'c
psnkularly in nuking public policy. Succcss in tJt
implcrncntation of informution Irunsprcncy ho closc rclotion
to thc crislcnc€ of irreosingly flcxiblc communication
tcchnologr uscs anl casy rcccsi to lnformation. Howcvcr. the
problcm is thcc art sorE arpccr fiil crn porcadslly rcducc
thc cscotial rrcarting of transparcncy. This :rspcct appcuni
fmm thc norfrtual rcosoos. It stans from diffcrenccr io
intcrcst-s arnong rass mcdia. thc govcrnmcil arl rudicnce
whcn thcsc partics discuss aboul informilion trrosparcncy.
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Figure 3: Succ'ess of Public lnformation Trampartrry Luws
for Mass Mcdia

No Dirmllm Erptrnetioo (lonscouences

I Right
Know

lo Mass mcdia gct
right to know
plonning,
programs and
polic) mahing
pnlcess and
public dccision
plus rcaroos
bchind thc
decisions.

Right to know is
dcfinitcly
considcrEd as thc
cffotts of m:$5
mcdia in inhibiting
ttrc govemmcni
pcrformancc. Tlrc
govcnrlrrnl
consi&rs tha thcy
u€ undcr
supcrvision of
mess nrdia.

.,
Farticiparion Murs media can

lctivcly
ponicipnle in
public policy
making proccss

Activc
participali(m wilh
high frcqucncy
triggcrs fic
accusation of
mcdia's
poflismship lo a

varicty of busincss
and political powcr
intcrcsls

3 Gtxxl
Govcrnmcnl

Mass nrcdin hevc
illivc mlc in
stimuhting thc
rcalizatioo of thc
govcmrncnl's
trirnspilency in
thc cflicicrry ard
arcouotubilily of
public xrviccs

hblic bodics
unrlcr lhc
govcrnrncnl has

opporrunity for
obfuscuing *hcn
thcy refur sornc
information vhcn
muss nrdia ask
ard thc rcron that

information is
cxcmptcd and
cannol b opcn ro
public

{ Public Policy M,rss nrcdia know
rtasons and
policy mrling
processcs tlgt
influcncc thc
livclihood of
muny pcople :urd

can be
disscminated to
audicncc withoot
any obsllclc

Adiencc is
frcqrcntly divi&d
into two diffcrcnt
opioions whcn
thcy considcr
public policics;
supPorting or
chrllcnging 0E
policics. lt appcm
due to social.
ccorrcmic un<l

polilicnl
diffcrcnccs

anJ Aduptation

CONCLUSIONS

Thc dcvclopnrnt of tcchnology communication which u*s
.[B m(xE flcxiblc. convenieil rrd acccsdblc is onc of thc
main suppons of mass medio powcr in thc pmccss of
searching. gdting arxl sprcading frtusl infttrmdion to

ildicncc. Howcvcr, whcn mc<iia positko srrengthcnt wilh
the suppon of communication rcchmlogy. il is sccn as

potcntinl obstacle for tlr pcrfonnancc of gorrrnnrcil
instituti,ons duc lo lhcfu frqrrotly ob:curc pcrformlrr= to
public, On thc othcr hand. irncrestr Eroups urc mass rrdia
wih ttrc support of conmunicatiom tcchnology. Medio will
$upport ficir polidcal panics in coapctition for pow$ in thc
govemmcnlrs institutiom.

Communicurion tcchnology rclalcd to clcclnrnic rarrsilclions
lo sprerd informotion has golcn ttr support from lhc
govcmrncnt's lorvs and rcgulatinns, Thcsc havc spiril of
tcchnology uscs for socicty's nclflrc. Throrgh lhc lsws and

rcgulations. howcvcr. it dcs mt toully run *tll bccausc lhc
right of tlrc rnarq rlrdia to acccss inhrmation with tcchmlogy
$rpport docs rnt go nell, Thc govemrncnt's institutions tend
to hnvc intcgralistic thinking srd lhcsc intcrprct tlr suppon of
communicltion tcchnology in thc lromprrcncy of ncws

covcnrBc ncgrtivcly and di.sldvantagcously. As a rcsdl, lhc
institutiom try lo coflrol thc mb of communication
technology. and as o rcsult, infornntion transporcncy os r
fourdation of ncws covcr.rge isrcstrictcd.

Mcdia transparcDcy lhut crcarcs a pruspcrous informillion
saicty gocs in lirc with tr dcnunds of political rcform in
Indoncsia. With 0rc information lrmspirensy laws and
rcgulations, masli mcdis can optimizc communicltio[
technology uscs. Mcdiu can do investigltion, informstion
prr:css ard mwr covcnrg€ disv:minltkrn bascd on
govcmrncnt soorccs or olicr truslcd orEs. Ncvcnhelcss. in the
context of politicol dcrmratiadiofl arld communicalion
frccdom. mcdia tnrnsparcrry cncountcN obstmlcr for
audicncc's rli*rst. Manr nrcdia arc consitlcrcrl nol
indcpcndcnl. Msrovcr, ttr govcrnmcnt'r institutions rcject
the lransparc]tcy of rr*r covcragc in mcdia for tlking shclter
bchind thc stile socrcr and information, so it can not be

opcrcd to public.
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