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ABSTRACT 

Nikolas Leonard (705040123) 
An Understanding of the Meaning of Life of a Mother after Her Child’s Death  

Caused by Traffic Accident. (Henny E. Wirawan, M.Hum, Psi., QIA); 

Undergraduate program in Psychology, Tarumanagara University, (65 pages + 

R1-R3)  

The purpose of the study is to see how deep is the understanding of a mother about 

the meaning of life after her child’s death caused by accident. According to Frankl 

(1984),  the meaning of life can be found in three ways, which are through actions, 

through experiencing a value, or through one’s attitude toward a misery. The 

meaning of life is very crucial to be found for its presence guides someone to live 

the life in direction. This study employs a qualitative method of data collecting 

through interviews and observations. The subjects of the study are three women, 

each aged 43, 52 and 55 years. This study lasted from January 1, 2009 until 

December 17, 2009. This study shows that  FS and AP is able to discover and 

understanding  the meaning of their life, so they can live their lives with passion and 

purpose. While EL is not able to discover and understanding the meaning of her life 

that she lives her life with a feeling of emptiness. 
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